year Career in the’CIA, this reporter 


“result,.but ‘exposure to _searching: 
-questions in’a myriad of TV'inter- 
“views and’ radio: talk shows pro- 
-vided a unique-tnsight into the cur- 
Tent state of the’ public’s perception 


‘ing scars. Questioner after ques- 


Secrecy essential to intelligence col-_ 
-lection. can be-reconciled-with an“ 


‘masking domestic-abuse or impr 


-.~ On this point, the.press has evi. A 
dently done an inadequate job of éx-"y 
‘Plaining the significance of recent* 
far-reaching institutional ref orm: + 


og 


BORD MEYER 


”, Having writien's book about 4.26: 


has recently completed a tour, ‘ar= 
ranged by: the. publisher, ‘of five. 
-major American cities. It’s not.clear. 
yet how many. books were'sold asa 


of our intelligence services.’ ey Aes 
_ -While demonstrating a refresh- 
ing © capacity®!*to“think ’, for 
themselves, the’ large majority. of 
the questioners.seemed convinced: 
that at this stage the U.S. has to have’ 
an-eifective intelligence system: 
capable of providing advance warn’ 
ing of impending trouble abroad: 
The Soviet military buildup has: 
been accepted’ as.an irrefutable’: 
reality. and with that goes a. wide. 
understanding‘ that. the: cou ntry’ 
needs to-be: better: informed: than! 
ever before, *.*%: pee ah da oe vs 

But if the long retreat from for" 
eign involvement that began with” 
Vietnam and Watergate’ has ended, 
those events have left behind abid-"| 


tioner probed thé‘issne of how’ the’ 


Open society “and:;how’ officia 


KE 
secrecy can: be: prevented: from:' 


dent foreign entanglement:~’ - 


Very few in this:large. audiénce:’ 
understood that President Carter by-| 


signing on Oct. 14 the Intelligence: 


Oversight’Act provided for a depth‘. 


of congressional review over intel: 


ligence operations that goes beyond’, 


’ gery can save the patient... Ye oe 
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_- Now émbedded in otir-law is the’ 
right of the Senate and House intel- 
ligente committees to be-kept cur- 
rently'informed on all intelligence 
activities to which they demand ac-- 
“cess..' Detailed review? -of - all’ 
programs by these committees and 
their Suspensive veta aver covert 
action operatons are the best possi- 
“ble guarantee against the repetition 
of " presidential abuse of secret 
powers eB 
In ‘reporting on this erucial-re- 
form, the press stressed the fact that: 
it reduced. from eight to two the: 
number -of committees that had to 
‘be informed of covert actions but. 
failed: to’ emphasize that.these two. 
committees have now. been given 
the legal teeth necessary to become 
reliable watchdogs over the execu- 
-tive. There is admittedly a security ° 
Tisk in exposing so much sensitive - 
information to the Congress but it 
is a risk worth taking in view of the. 
deep public concern over the possi- ° 
ble misuse of Secrecy. eh. 
With the basic issue of congres- 
Sional oversight now definitively 
resolved, there remains the ques- * 
tion of. how Ronald Reagan’s advis- 
ers are responding to the public 
Support for a foreign intelligence 
Service second to none. The current. 
answer is that these advisers are © 
agreed on the need for Strengthen... 
ing American intelligence but seri- | 
ously divided on how to doit. oe 
Behind.the closed doors of Rea- . 
gan’s intelligence transition team... 
three young Republican: Senate. 
Staffers have been arguing that the . 
CIA's performance and morale. has. 
sunk so.low that only radical sur- « 


- Drawing on ideas first surfaced 
in a report last year of the Republi: | 
can National’Committee, they ‘are 
. Proposing to downgrade the role of ’ 
‘the CIA by placing an intelligence 
czar in the White House staff. The 
Operations directorate of the agency: 
“would bé established as a-Separate - 
* organization and competing centers | 
for ‘producing ‘national estimates, 
:‘Would‘he.created. << ie Selah ay 


‘president's Principal intelligence 


- Water of an- experienced intelli-- 


tinuity of competent civilian-leader-. 
‘Ship thathas So long been lacking. ; | 


_ A majority of wiser‘heads on the 


‘transition team-are opposiny these | 
plans for radical reorganization. On} 
the basis of a’ performance record | 
better than its- critics concede, the | 
CIA, they ‘claim, needs to.be Sup; 


ported’rather than’ dismembered. 


The final ‘decision will rest with - 
Reagan’s newly-chosen director of 
central intelligence, William Casey, 
and. those who snow him best do. 


. Not-beliéve that he intends to ‘pre- 


Side over the’ dismantlement of the 
agency he has just been appointed | 
to head. Borinde Sy ape oS, fue” 
. Casey is enough ofan old Wash-: 
ington hand to recognize the wis- - 
dom of former CIA Director Rich- 
ard Helms’ advice! “To Separate the | 


tee a 


adviser from his coatrol of CIA is 


‘like removing the head from the’ 


body. A ‘disembodied intelligence ! 
adviser cannot compete with the 4 
other. claimants for the president's} 
time and attention.” Pee, “See 

Another Stabilizing factor is the: 
recent selection by Sen. Barry Gold- 


Bence veteran, John Blake, to be. 
come staff director of the Sénate | 
intelligence committee. With yearsT 
of service in some of the CIA's top; 
jobs, Blake is likely to look with aj 
Skeptical eye on drastic reorganiza4j 
tion schemes which are partly moti- 
vated by. the. personal ambition of; 
those wha aspire to head the newly. 
created components... >” 

' Meanwhile, professional officers: 
at CIA's Langley headquarters are/ 
waiting in some suspense for thel 
outcome. ‘They are encouraged by} 


‘Signs of wider public support and| 
understanding of their work | 


hope that Casey will supply the con- 


SA ED OA ean eere nly, 
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‘ “IRST ‘LADY Rosalynn : 
Carter-was: ‘very;mauch on. 


the ; Shah: of: Iran’s~mind 


ife visited: the. cancer-stricken: mon-- 
arch:in:his-New York hospitalin 1979. 


his former Western: allies‘ kept intrud-: 
-ing:orr our conversation,” writes Cyn-. 


“ography; “An: peers: ‘Wife In 
Tran?s = tse . 
“Why did 


Thy Shah ee made 


sation: that: the Carter: Administration 
wanted bim out of the way-and a new 


Y> 

arter’ ’s faites awrite to ie ‘Empress, as~. 
suring us of American support, if you: 

“did not mean it?” *. 
: The: White= House. is-still ‘deying: 
that’ Mrs..Carter wrote. anything but: 
, “a thank-you letter simply expressing” 
; her thanks for a visit and friendship:” 


totally “inaccurate,” . 

“spokesm dlast: ‘week. “It: was z 
- courtesy,za* routine’. thank-you” letter. 
«front one First tany io: another.”” 2°." 
InNovember “1972, when ’ “Richard: 
ixon:informed. Richard. Helmsithat: 


.port:s’wer 


e. 


be tor:of'the Central: Intelligence Agency, 
“Nixonssuggested:: that’ Helms omaight 
«like-.to, become: this country’s: sambas- 
“sador. tothe Soviet Union: 

“Helms, according to’ the.new "Fook 
by! his wife, # ‘was ae 2. eat 


‘Considering: ‘his’ backerse, “Hobass 


; ie ae 


 gians. would think so either... 
24 Afterwards. Helms: kent: Ae, 


THE WASHINGTON POST 
21 December 1980 


when: former’ CIA “director : 
fc© Richard: Helms” and: his’ 


His, bitterness over the behavior of. 


thia Helms in her forthcoming autobi-. 


you:want, to: destroys what we. shad?”?” 
‘she-wrote, “in reference to his convic- ‘ 


: “goyernm mt: tore t to ts liking i in, Teb- : 


“Reports: that ‘she’. expressed “ su 


1; was. going ‘to be‘ replaced. as.direc-" 


, never very yood at small talk.” 

"Cynthia ‘Helms is a gentle woman., 

aid her memoir is not a gossipy book, 
but there- are .some -marvelous_ vi- 
gnettes, particularly about the visits : 
_te'Tran by former Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, who “would eat any- 
thing put in front of him” and con- | 
diimed go. much,..so frequently, that 
“he ‘made. the stewardesses. on the 
Shah's plane very nervous.” -° a “y, 
sta W here~have ‘you: “been?” he com: 

‘Hpined: to one+stewardess during a 

ight. “TD. haven’é > eaten, 
thinutes!” 5” : 

2 Kissinger lost, ie appetite ‘for cavi:’ 

2 et ‘Mes.-Helms writes, after - being. 


o2 taken reluctantly to a factory: on. the 


Jaspian Sea...” “a 
{In 100- deyree | eat, a bilious ee 
ul ger was forcett. to watch. while..a™ 


3 ‘orker sliced open a sturgeon ane Te. 
: nov ed the roe. eae ; 
a Kissinger became “unhinged. says - 
; Helms, turned a pale. shade of green | 
and fought back nausea... 
te “Although Helms doesn’t mention: Hee 
‘other sources claim Kissinger’s, visits | 
cost the Iranian. government three. | 
qaarters of a million dollars eachsi.224): 
© May ybe less atter he lost his sappetite 
ihe caviar. vor 


: 4When the ladies arrived for lunch. : 
eon at the Argentine Embassy . last 
sweek, there was a six-foot stuffed 
“white polar bear elimbing out. of the 4 
_white marble fireplace in the dining. 


“room like Santa Claus, clutching a pot’ 


oF white narcissus. 


The wife of Ambassador Jorge Ans 
“tonic Aja Espil’ is never dull, and : 
“could end up being the leading diplo- | 
matic hostess in Washington in. the | 
: Reagan Administration. . 

Especially since she and her hie 
band hired Jaleh Panah, who helped. 
- Iranian Ambassador Ardeshir Zahedi | 
when. he was the most popular party-) 
ahve on Embassy Row. ¢ - ”: 

‘With style, attention to detail. and a 
sense ‘of humor, Ruth Aja E spit gives 
the kind of parties to which: Reagan | 
‘regulars are accustomed in- Beverly 
Hi Hs and Palm Springs. ° _ 

} She even folds and pleats her own | 
Snapkina, ‘into artistic amusements,’ 
zxtucking 60 for’ one party.to résemblé | 
tux shirts and. fastening’ them: with | 


i 


At one Halloween party ‘where: the 


guest of honor had once been a CIA 
’“avent-in-place” 
‘Jong ago, rows of small * ‘spooks” « deco- 


in South ¢ ee 


rated the tables. . 
»»For-an International Hone Shaw 


: party, a silversraith in -Argentina 
_made:tiny pone head favors for Ang 
‘female guesis.>.. 2. 


ve Beene: oe _ +6 


“black silk bow tie mania, F8b907R000 500150047-9 


1/03/07 : CIA 


Hed a TCas Ark 


ON PAGE joe 


cane ee ass NM ae DANY SEG Le Tb ete a SY 
‘Gent Alccader ME Haig drs Rone. 
“ald. Reagan's: choice: to. be America’s’ 
ext ‘secretary’ of. state; has ‘had. an-; 
xtraordinary - careers in “public: Sers:, 
fice, one” that! has’ repeatedly: put! 


i pinbtetoe tha: Watergate affair: at, 
ithe: ‘end: “off ‘thos Nixon "president Z 


: thorough Senate inquiry 4 ‘into Hat's 
# past: would ‘bea. drawn-out: affair. 
“Reagan;? “however, -has - indicated’: a. 
‘ desire ‘to. swear-in -his entire. Cabinet 3 
‘on. Inauguration. Day, Jan. 203: | 
i Today: The Washington Post 44 
igins a: series :of -articles ‘on: Haig’s 4 


“past, ‘describing events. that are. likely’ 
to Taisa questions during the hearings: 
“and debate’ on’ ‘Haig’s-nomination. In. 
- this installment;’~Haig’s - roleiin‘ithe' 
“Watergate-périod is reviewed. 7 
ae ioe S 
2 Haig“spent nearly, 16 ‘months’ as- 
: President Nixons, chief ‘of staff, Dur 
ring, ‘that period: the. White House-de-: 
“vated. most of its -efforts. to defending . 
;Nizon from: ithe. charges of Jotn Dean. 


putable *¢redential.The’ “president= 
i ound “only one.; 
vith ‘éomparable? 


ties; ‘his’ "ability: to: win. the- favor, of: 
b.; Those: ultraconserva-: 
;tives. in, the; Républican’ Party=who: 
‘tejected: Kissinger’ made: ‘Kissinger’s 
‘protege. "and: former : sidekick,’ : Haig, 
“their: first: ‘choice 'for the Stata ‘De-" 
{partment job.- -But he was: alsa Kiss? 
tinger’s:= first “choice.:+And, + Ri 
Exon And Léon Jaworski’s,. 


fate Democratic’ leaders have’ ‘already: 

“promised « to; ‘closely ::scrutinize ,the} 

_ Haig norningtion : before : voting: on. 

“is confit irmation: The ; =Demoerats,}3 
‘though; are now the minority. partys | 
*Republicans.! will : control the “fall: 
“body?‘and |. the Foreign Relations: 
sCofnihittes:’ ‘and “h “may : be. able isté: 
}prish” the ‘Haig’ ‘Homination “throu gh 
“the: confirmation’ "process" elatvely 
‘quickly: ioe ae sree: 


=Wi a going... to “ tol=he | 
z i ign: -because ‘of. ot ae 
ivobvement-if inthe Watergate-affair. he: | 
et scan The general had, been. = 


1: Pare 


: = He od 420 
2° Eppunced”t hE Pll ‘be an.tin-: 
oon Bhar 1) 1h : Sterim”.chiaf of the presidential staff; 
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lore he was’ et to take over  Halde-s 


jmian's job, Haig had“been. the: subject | 


10E. ; approving . conversation’. a 


Oval Office hetweon Haldsman "eed 
‘Nixon: The ‘topic under discussion: wes 
fapparently- one: OF the sensitive-épi— 
‘scdes_that, fell imder. the “atagat 
‘rubric, the. trial in California’ ‘Of Daniel 
23.! Bllsberg,* the marr. who- leaked: the. 4 
“Epttegon, Papers 2a BESS une ssegiie 


is a fol 


Hale: ‘did @ great job out there, Hal-. 
savas told Nixon, according to a pre-,, 
.« Mously ‘unpublished . transcript of ‘the: 
- tape recording * of this conversation, 
“made by Nixon’s. automatic taping | de! 
3, vides Nixon ‘agreed’ with this assess-’ 
Se “ment of Haig’s testifnony at the trial 
"where the | general had. been used as a’ 
= prosecution witness to rebut testimony | 
:, offered-in Elisberg’s’ defense. * conke | 
: "At the time. Haldeman and. Nisan’ 
‘atalked,.they. andHaig-were three-of. a- 
<{tiny circle of men. who. knew that the 
“Nixon - White. - House. had ordered: IL 
# pviretaga: “ongoyernment” officials: cand 4 
-journalists®- private telephones~-in- the 
early ‘months =of ‘the -administration’ : 
¢ ya. fact that: finally- became. publics 
Giknowledge* five ‘days: later during thes 
“againe- Elisbers trial As. ce ‘trusted’ confi= 
 tdant, Haig: we ‘ 7 


‘preoccupation? © fro the: ‘moment: “he® 
“arrived: at, the Whiter House. One’ of? 
iuhis, first-acts:was"'to“asle- the: ‘Penta-‘| 
“gon’s": general=-counselj«.J-" Fred=-Buz- 4 
?*hardt,. to : ‘jointhe [White House ‘staff? | 
vito deal. with accusations’ against: aa 
‘pgrowing: “outzof::the!: Watergate; affair} 
? Haig, Buzhardt:: ‘lawyer’ Eeonard Gare) 
‘Ament. :-arid=ANixon's*: two- “principal +| 
ag Writers~ quickly went -to- worl), 
Ect wea 
‘inale ' for-the-swiretapping’” and Zother-; | 
“questionable activities. that the. ’presi:2 af 
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AN AMBASSADOR’S WIFE IN IRAN 
Cynthia Helms. Dodd, Mead, $12.95 
ISBN 0-396-07881-8 

Politically sanitized and concentrating 


primarily on the hospitality aspects of | 


diplomatic life, the author recalls her 
four years in Iran with her husband 
Richard Helms, former CIA director 
who served as our Ambassador in Teh- 
ran until 1977. She opens by relating a 
curious session between her husband 
and President Nixon at which Helms 
was dismissed from the CIA and of- 
fered the Ambassadorship to Russia— 
subtly suggesting that Nixon was un- 
mindful of the repercussions of posting ! 
our head spy to that sensitive post. The | 
Shah, on his part, presumably ex- | 
pressed no qualms about accrediting 
Helms to Iran. The author clearly 
found the assignment intellectually ex- 
panding and personally instructive: she 
toured archeological digs, studied the : 
language, Islamic culture and religion. | 
She offers no insider's revelations here ; 
vis-a-vis the U.S. and the then-brewing | 
Iranian crisis and, disappointingly, ' 
concems herself largely with dis- 
cussing the pressures visited on foreign ° 
service wives. She is a fine writer and a 
shrewd observer, but in a book about 
such a volatile subject, a reader some- ° 
times regrets her tact and self-restraint. | 
Photos. [Vanuary 26] : 
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